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Notes from President Sally Spenny  

Well, Parrot Heads, I am almost speechless! Surprise, surprise! This has been one fantastic 

year, and not just ñAnother Trip Around the Sun.ò We have come a long way in growing 

our membership and finding ways to help out the community and charities that we support. 

We truly do ñParty with a Purpose.ò Back in the summer, 

the Board of Directors decided to submit our clubôs 

ñblind essayò for the Parrot Heads in Paradise Golden 

Coconut Award, and we won!!! For those of you that  

are not aware of what that means ï it means that we are 

the #1 Parrot Head Club!!! The award was established  

by PHIP and Margaritaville Key West to recognize a  

club that embodies the community service and charitable 

activities that ALL PARROT HEAD CLUBS DO! There are over 230 clubs affiliated with 

PHIP, and we are recognized for Outstanding Performance in Community Service. It was 

so special being at Meeting of the Minds in Key West and accepting the award for our club. 

 

I thank each of you for your support and continued participation in our parties and  

community service projects. It is a great feeling to be a part of the ñParrot Head Nationò 

- it is like a big family to me, and you guys are part of my ñimmediate family.ò Iôve  

always tried to help others and leave a place better than I found it. Well, weôve made a lot 

of progress, but Iôm not leaving because ñthereôs still so much to be doneòé 

 

We have a busy time ahead of us, General Membership Meeting on Nov. 19, Highway 

Clean-up the Saturday afterwards, then in December we have Elf Louise gift wrapping and 

gift delivery, with a December Happy Hour in between. Weôre making plans for our Fruit 

Cake party in January ï it will be a ñMembers Onlyò event. See the sign up sheets at Happy 

Hour and be sure to volunteer and/or sign up for the party. There will be flyers at Happy 

Hour for the party. Donôt forget to bring in something for Cause for Pause, and any ñgently 

wornò coats for our Coat Drive. We still have bags to send off old phones for Cell Phones 

for Soldiers as well. 

 

I want to thank Diana Carroll for her term as our Communications Director, sheôs been a 

ñJack of all Tradesò for us as the past Newsletter Editor and Webmaster - we really needed 

her technical talents to manage all of that at one time and sheôs done a fantastic job for us! 

Sheôs been keeping email lists current, managing the Yahoo email group memberships, and 

taking care of many technical issues we needed help on. Sheôll be around to lend us her 

computer expertise in the future! 

 

The club has grown so much that a handful of people cannot do everything to set up and 

run events. So, when asked, please consider what talents you have that we can benefit  

from, and volunteer to help. Your board members have worked really hard for you, so be 

sure to thank them! We do need other people to help with the social activities and with  

coordinating the charity events, and many have been so helpful. So I also thank those that 

have served on the committees for our major events, those that interface with our charities, 

and those that I can count on almost every time I need them!!! You guys rock!!! This is 

your club, so pitch in where you can and weôll have another great year! 
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Recent Events  

October 22 nd  Happy Hour  
 

Glenda Keck and Scott Bates won the contest for the best pirate and wench costumes at the October 

Happy Hour.  

 

   Entertainment was provided by Sherry and Oscar Carerro. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Meeting of the Minds  
 

The San Antonio Parrot Heads celebrated  

winning the Golden Coconut on Docôs boat. 

 

Breakfast and great music were provided by 

Fred and Sara Guerrero (and friends). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Bank Work Day  
 

Amy Hughes decided to box herself during the Food Bank work day. 
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The following members worked at the San Antonio Food Bank sorting bags of food and packing boxes. 

At least five pallets of food were sorted and five pallets of boxes were packaged - about 15,000 pounds 

of food. Sixty community service hours were performed. 

 

Evan Tauber  

Kathy Tauber  

Sally Spenny  

Dave Spenny  

Jeff Belton  

Amy Hughes  

Carol Garner  

John Pugh  

Gaby Helesic-Weiss  

Scott McBrearty  

Katie McBrearty  

Miles McBrearty  

Gary Arnold  

Debby Arnold  

Dan Hansen  

Mary Hansen  

Oscar Carerro  

Sherry Carerro  

Mani Andrade 

San Antonio Food Bank Volunteers  Sally Spenny 

 

During the months of 

November & December  

The San Antonio Parrot Head Club 

will be taking donations of 

gently worn and new coats for     

boys, girls, men, & women 

 

We currently have more than 30 coats,  

but want to beat last yearôs numbers! 
 

Coats will be donated to: 

Family Protective Services 

Family Based Safety Services 

Adult Protective Services 

and 

The SAMMinistries of San Antonio 

 
 

Please contact  

Carol Garner-Chairperson at 241-9315 
 

Your donations are greatly appreciated! 

Fisher House  
During October Happy Hour, we collected  

paper product donations for Fisher House, a  

facility that provides care for the families of  

seriously ill or injured military personal being 

treated at Wilford Hall Medical Center.  

 

The estimated value of the donation was  

$385. Thank you to all of our members for  

your donations!!!  

 

Gary Arnold is pictured below with the Fisher 

House representative. 



 

Hi Parrot Heads, it's November and time to help the dogs at the Cause for Paws shelter. Last count 

had Loretta & Gary with 180 dogs consuming 150 pounds of dog food per day.  

 

The shelter can use dog food as well as any items you may wish to donate from the list below.  

 

Cindy and I will be at the November 19 meeting to receive and help unload donated items. Please 

come inside and get us if you need help. 

 

Remember, Cause for Paws is our featured charity for 

November and if youôre too busy to shop? Cash or gift 

certificates are welcome. 

  

This monthôs featured pet is Buster a golden Labrador 

retriever in need of a caring loving home. Buster is one 

of two brothers at the shelter both have all their shots 

and have been micro chipped. 

If you are interested in making monetary or material donations at other times, contact Loretta  

Carrington at 210-336-8223, or drop by the shelter at 10620 E. Loop 1604 South, San Antonio. 

 

Cause for Paws  
Rich Rebouche 
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For the upcoming Board of Directors election for open positions, we have had no nominations come  

forward so each position currently open is running unopposed. The nominations include Sally Spenny  

for President; Dee Parchman for Treasurer; Evan Tauber for Member at Large - Director of Membership; 

and Dave Spenny for Member at Large - Director of Communications. 

Since there have been no nominations presented to the Board of Directors, per our bylaws, we have a 

slate of officers with only one candidate for each office. Since we do not allow nominations from the 

floor and because we vote by ballot and we do not allow for write in votes, Robert's Rules of Order  

stipulate that with only one person nominated for each office, it makes no difference how many  

members vote for the candidate for each office, they are automatically elected because they are  

running unopposed.  

Gordon Lewis, our election's officer has therefore made the recommendation that the slate of officers be 

declared elected by acclamation since there is no opposition for any office. 

2009/2010 Board of Directors Election  Charlie Roberts 

Towels 

Blankets 

Paper towels 

Bleach and spray bleach with cleaner 

Leashes and Collars for all sizes 

Puppy and adult dog toys 

Metal water buckets and food dishes 

Flea and tick shampoos, dips, and drops  

Dawn dish soap 

Puppy food  

Adult dog food 

Can food (both puppy and adult) 

Dog and puppy treats (rawhides, milkbones, etc.) 

Dog houses 

Tarps (6'x8' okay) 

Monetary donations for veterinary costs,  

    shelter upkeep, and improvements  



 

I am a new Parrot Head. While I may 

have heard a few Jimmy Buffett songs 

on country radio, I would not have  

been able to name one until I met my 

husband five years ago. 

 

Becoming a Parrot Head  
I joined the San Antonio Parrot Head Club because I  

was looking for a community service outlet that was not  

related to my job. I was apprehensive at my first happy  

hour, but I met a lot of great people and became really  

interested in the mission of ñparty with a purpose.ò By  

the end of the first night, I had agreed to serve as newsletter 

editor, a position which has allowed me to learn a lot about 

the local, regional, and national organization. 

 

Favorite Parrot Head Moments  
Although I have only been part of the Parrot Heads since 

June, I have already had many wonderful experiences. My 

first event was Cheeseburgers in Paradise, where I found  

out first-hand about the Parrot Head lifestyle. It was such  

a relaxing and inviting afternoon that I knew I had found  

a new family. 

 

Since that first barbeque, I have attended many social and 

volunteer events. Iôve enjoyed my new family so much  

that I have already registered for events into the new year. 

The highlight for me so far was Meeting of the Minds. The 

location was a definite advantage, but the real highlight for 

me was getting to know people better against the backdrop  

of excellent Trop Rock music. I am very grateful that I was 

able to celebrate winning the Golden Coconut with people 

who really believe in the mission! 

 

Reflection on My Parrot Head Days (So Far)  
As I think back on these first six months, I realize that I am 

fortunate to already feel at home in our growing phlock.  

This reflection has left me feeling the need to say something 

to our new members. First, I want to welcome you to our 

family. Additionally, I want to reiterate the welcoming  

nature of our phlock. I know that happy hour may seem  

intimidating, but as soon as you get involved in any club  

activity, you will begin to meet wonderful people who are 

glad youôre here.  

 

I hope to see you all at Fruitcakes!!! Iôve never been, but I 

hear itôs a great time! 
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Parrot Head Central  

Parrot Head Profile:  
Karen Daas  

December Birthdays  

1 

2 

2 

5 

5 

7 

11 

14 

15 

16 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

27 

29 

29 

29 

 

Joannie Jones 

Mandy Gutierrez 

Kim Boxx 

Cindy Bates 

Dave Spenny 

Scott Caudill 

Fred Guerrero 

Betty Wissinger 

Barby Gregory 

John Street 

Dee Parchman 

Lori Van Dyke 

Jorvin Rodriguez 

Glenda Keck 

Duff Ball 

Annie Hudspeth 

Nancy Danek 

Lori Parker 

Audrey Haake 

Mikey Norris 

Ray Prevott 

Taylor Caskey 

Bill & Kim Hall  

Ron & Terry Haluzan  

Paul & Karen  Jerde 

Al & Angie Puente 

Jorvin & Rosie Rodriguez 

Gaby Helesic-Weiss 

Welcome New Members!  



 

Ronald McDonald House 

Alzheimerôs Association 

Elf Louise Project 

San Antonio Food Bank 

Adopt-a-Highway 

Cause for Paws 

Project Cool 

 

SAPHC Charities and Causes SAPHC Sponsors 

Landshark 

Watercolors by Huanna Glass 

Fatsoôs 

Island Orthotics 

Simply We 

Dickôs Last Resort 

Rocket Banners 

Marinerôs Inn, Port Aransas 

Please support all of our sponsors. However, please do not solicit new sponsor support or contact any  

current sponsor directly for contributions to the club without prior approval from the board of directors. 
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Thank you to our recent Ronald  

McDonald House cookie bakers! 

 

Veronica Kereti 

Michelle Perez 

Angela Yelich 

Sue Roberts 

Pam Van Delden 

 

 

For more information on baking cookies, contact 

Sue Roberts at the5oclockgirl@yahoo.com. 

 

You can also support Ronald McDonald house by 

volunteering your time at a house or dropping off 

unwanted household items at 227 Lewis Street or 

4803 Sid Katz.  

 

An easy way to support Ronald McDonald house is 

to collect your aluminum drink tabs and bring them 

to the designated happy hours. Our next collection 

will be in March. 

Ronald McDonald House  
Due to Renew  

No. Month Name(s) 

437 October Chic & Paula Carter 

575 October Trent Gottardy 

250 November Brian Davis 

328 November Lesley McMurray 

361 November Don Muir 

453 November Rick Carroll 

483 November Diana  Duran 

507 November Scott & Cindy Bates 

570 November Margie  Carter 

576 November Donna Miller 

201 December Karen Mather 

413 December Jay Gomez 



 

President: Sally Spenny 

 ssspenny@att.net 

 

Vice President: Charlie Roberts 

 cwrmattpro@aol.com 

 

Secretary: Mary Lewis 

 glewis1@satx.rr.com 

 

Treasurer: Dee Parchman 

 dparch@satx.rr.com 

 

Director of Membership: Evan Tauber 

 islandtime@swbell.net 

 

Director of Sponsor Support: Sue Roberts 

 the5oclockgirl@yahoo.com 

 

Director of Communications: Diana Carroll 

 dfcsatx-saphc@yahoo.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Karen Daas 

 kldaas@gmail.com 

 

Web Designer: Oscar Carrero 

 oscar@musicbyoscar.com 

 

Cause for Paws: Rich Rebouche 

 RRebouche@aol.com 

 

Adopt-a-Highway: Sue Roberts 

 the5oclockgirl@yahoo.com 

 

Elf Louise Project: Don Muir 

 donmuir@arielhouse.com 

 

Survive: Dave Spenny 

 dspenny@att.net 

 

Ronald McDonald House: Sue Roberts 

 the5oclockgirl@yahoo.com 

 

10th Anniversary Party: Mani Andrade 

 mangomani@sbcglobal.net 

 

Annual Coat Drive: Carol Garner 

 Parrotheadqueen@yahoo.com 

 

Founder: Garrett Van Delden 

 garrett@satx.rr.com 

 

Parrot Heads in Paradise 

http://www.phip.com/Index.asp  

SAPHC Contacts 
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November 

19  Happy Hour 

   General Membership Meeting 

         Cause for Paws Donations 

21  Highway Clean-up 

 

December 

10  Elf Louise Gift Wrapping  

17  Happy Hour 

20   Elf Louise Gift Delivery 

 

 

 

January 

9    Fruitcake Party 

14-17 Pardi Gras 
       http://www.pardi-gras.com/  

21    Happy Hour 

 

February 

12-14 Coastal Bend Luv ón Luck 
      http://www.cbphc.com/  

18    Happy Hour 

20    Highway Clean-up 
 

April  

9-11   Central Texas Pirateôs Ball 
     http://www.ctxphc.com/Event_PB2010.asp  

 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming Parrot Head Events  

Hello Parrot Heads! We make buying 

or selling real estate like a day at the 

beach! And who couldnôt use that! 
 

Serving San Antonio since 1982 
 

Office: 494-1985 Cell: 415-1033 

jr.troy@era.com  

Troy, Realtors 
Achieving People and Process Excellence  

We help organizations realize 

the potential of their employees 

through a process of discovery, 

development and growth.  

Gary L. Arnold 

210-259-9761 

For more regional events, visit 
http://www.localendar.com/public/PHiPSouthRegion 

http://www.pardi-gras.com/
http://www.cbphc.com/
http://www.ctxphc.com/Event_PB2010.asp


 

After several ñTrips Around the Sunò, while still searching for that ñOne Particular Harborò, our Club 

has continued to grow and expand with the motto of ñWe Party with a Purposeò. This year has been one 

of our most successful years ever. Weôve expanded our charities, increased charitable donations; both in 

hours donated and in monetary form, while adding 77 new club members. Weôve taken the ñI canò ap-

proach to ñwe are making it happenò while finding great satisfaction in helping others and enjoying the 

camaraderie of our dedicated, fun-loving Parrot Heads. We have navigated our way to be a truly charita-

ble, social organization with a ñtropical state of mindò.  

Since some Parrot Heads from time to time suffer a bit of memory loss, supporting the Alzheimerôs 

Association seemed a natural for us. All kidding aside, numerous members have had parents, relatives 

and friends afflicted by this terrible disease, and this past year we have made a concerted effort to sup-

port this great organization. We have had numerous raffles, fund raisers and established a super team for 

the Alzheimerôs Walk to help in raising donations. Additionally, we added a ñChinese Raffleò to our 

major fundraising party that was particularly successful. At our clubsô beach weekend, we had a ñtoe 

nail paintingò and raised more than $200 for the charity. Through all the hard work, we raised $4,185 

during this past year for our Alzheimerôs Association Memory walk team. 

The Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) has been and continues to be one of our 

ñfeatured charitiesò. Over the years we have raised over $16,000 for this important foundation, including 

participation in Walks for the Cure and other fundraisers. We donated $1200 from auctions at our birth-

day party this year.  

With the tough economy, many families are having a hard time making it day to day, so weôve added 

extra emphasis on our work with the local Food Bank. Last year, we began working weekends to help 

them box and bag food that is delivered to needy families in addition to collecting donations. This bag-

ging is a fun event; we play Tropical Rock music in the background while making new friends and help-

ing others. We have found it most gratifying that quite a few Parrot Head family members are volunteer-

ing for this effort. Seeing ñParakeetsò volunteering gives us a tremendous sense of pride that the next 

generation will be just as charitable as ours. At the last volunteer session, Parrot Heads bagged more 

than 10,000 pounds of beans and rice. During another session, we stuffed more than 500 boxes of food 

for needy families, and we estimate we have donated more than 1,000 pounds of food items. In addition, 

our fund raising efforts enabled us to donate two checks totaling $2,200 for Food Bank use. Our Food 

Bank estimates that with every $1 donated, they can turn that into $13 of food for the needy. Our mone-

tary donation could equate to more than $20,000 worth of Food Bank provisions. 

ñThe weather is here, wish you were beautifulò is a great lead into our version - ñThe weather is here, 

wish it were coolerò. It has been a hot year in our ñHarborò and a lot of less fortunate elderly people are 

having a hard time keeping cool. We added a local ñproject coolò to our support activities. So far this 

year, we have donated 49 fans and more than $220 to the local United Way Catholic Charities to distrib-

ute fans to the needy during the hot summer.  

Helping families and children has always been an important part of our Clubôs activities. While the 

song says ñwe need less bakersé.more fruitcakes in this worldò, we are very proud of our bakers/

members supporting The Ronald McDonald House activities. Monthly we have a group of our talented 

ladies (some gentlemen too!) get together and bake 28 dozen cookies per month, totaling 336 dozen 

cookies this year helping families in a difficult situation. Additionally, our club collects aluminum tab 

tops to turn in during our monthly Happy Hours. So far this year, we have collected more than 10 

pounds of tab tops for Ronald McDonald house. 

 Weôre so happy that not only Parrot Head Clubs, but the entire nation is looking for ways to improve 

our environment. Our local effort supporting the Stateôs Adopt-a-Highway Program has kept a two-mile 

stretch of highway outside a local military installation ñas clean as itôs been in yearsò, stated one non-

member. Quarterly, we gather together on a Saturday morning to ñpitch in for Greenò. We usually aver-
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age between 25-35 bags of trash on this busy highway. All told, we put in almost 300 hours of time this 

last year keeping litter in check.  

Not only do we have our hot days, we also have cool/cold days and nights, which is why weôve 

teamed with a local ministry organization to donate clothes and especially coats to the homeless in the 

winter months. Our coat drive last year netted more than 58 new or nearly new coats and six bags of 

warm clothes for those less fortunate. Additionally, we earmarked $100 for the ministries use this year 

from one of our prizes the club earned. 

We not only try to assist our brethren, we also help out our canine friends. For many years we have 

adopted a local dog rescue program to support. Four times a year one of our Happy Hours is selected as 

our ñcause for pawsò. Members donate food, cleaning supplies and money to this local effort. Last year 

our members donated more than $300 and 1,000 pounds of food and supplies for rescue of unwanted or 

abused dogs. 

During December each year we have one of our most fun volunteer events. We are part of a large 

team of organizations that provide Christmas cheer for those less fortunate. Our club meets at a local 

warehouse where we form teams to wrap Christmas presents for needy children. We have our favorite 

Buffett Christmas CD blasting while we wrapped presents for more than 75 families, donating 93 hours 

to this fun charity. The organizers look forward to us coming each year because we really enjoy the 

spirit of the event. Approximately two weeks later, 18 of us gathered together in six teams totaling 70 

hours to deliver the presents. One team member dresses as ñSantaò, one is the ñElfò and the other is the 

driver/logistics person. Each team drives from home to home delivering these special gifts. It is ex-

tremely satisfying to see the looks on the childrenôs faces, and the parents too, when Santa delivers pre-

sents that might not have been available for the appreciative children each year.  

We are not only a charitable organization; we are also about having fun. We are extremely proud of 

our effort this year on bringing in Tropical Rock musicians to provide club members a better apprecia-

tion for the amount of top notch performers that are supporting the Parrot Head Nation and help boost 

our membersô participation in events. In the past, we may have brought in an out-of-town performer for 

our birthday party only. To date, we have provided our Phlock the opportunity to hear seven outside per-

formers/groups. Our venues have included special Happy Hours, regular Happy Hours, our birthday 

party, our ñPhlocking to the Beachò and house parties. It gives us a chance to get together and enjoy our 

ñlike mindednessò while hearing some exceptional entertainers. 

One of the more enjoyable social challenges weôve engaged in is not only how we have been able to 

get our members involved in our own club, but also getting them involved in other clubôs activities. Our 

numbers show more than 100 members attending club functions outside our own. This number easily 

doubled our number from previous years. This attendance benefits the attendees, other clubôs charities, 

and our own club by bringing back ideas on how to make our club better and increase our community 

service activities. We joined in with our region at a special tailgate party before a Jimmy Buffett concert 

and were a partner club for a regional event. We hosted a PHIP Region Leaders Meeting in our fair city 

and our own leaders are anxious to put in place what was learned.  We have increased awareness of the 

Parrot Head nationôs activities to our members and have been fortunate to be a recognized, featured club 

on two different national Parrot Head friendly websites.  

As you have gathered in reviewing our input, we are extremely proud of our achievements this year. 

We have increased our membership to a record level. Our monetary donations to charitable organiza-

tions have more than doubled as have our hours volunteered. Our members have been very active in sup-

porting not only our Club, but other Clubs in and outside the region. Because of this yearôs accomplish-

ments and the club membersô enthusiasm with ñPartying with a Purposeò, we feel that we embody those 

qualities that make our club worthy of the PHIP Golden Coconut Award and hope that you agree. 
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After Holiday Fruitcake Party  
   
  When:  Saturday, January 9, 2010 from 7:00 to 11:00pm  

   

  Where: David and Glenda Keckõs House   

         22115 Las Cimas Dr 

         Garden Ridge, TX 78266  

   

  Cost: Members $5, guests $25 (pay at Happy Hour please)  

 

This is the SAPHC annual holiday party - but why after the Holidays? Because everyone is busy 

with office and family events during the holidays. Why òfruitcakeó? Because after the holidays 

thatõs usually all thatõs left. And besides, we always need more fruitcakes and less bakers! 

To keep with our òParty with a Purposeó, we will be donating the $5 collected for the party to  

the San Antonio Food Bank. This will help them replenish their stores of food to help feed  

needy families.  

 

This is an adult, (21 and older) members only party. Cost per member will be the $5 donation  

and if you bring a guest, theyõll pay $25 (so they might as well join the club). You must wear your 

current club membership badge. We will issue wrist bands. We ask all that attend bring finger 

foods, appetizers, hors dõoeuvres and their beverage of choice. Please sign up, pay in advance and 

identify what you will bring.  Sign up sheets will be available at our November 19th and December 

17th Happy Hours, but if you wonõt be at Happy Hour, please send an email to me at 

ssspenny@att.net  to sign up. 

 

There will be a òWhite Elephantó gift exchange for those that want to participate, so bring  

a wrapped gift if you want to. If you have something you received as a gift that you werenõt  

particularly thrilled with and donõt want, this is an opportunity to òre-giftó it. Or you can bring 

something you bought - limited to $20 or less please. This can be a lot of fun!  We have had some 

very interesting things hidden in those packages!  

 

We need volunteers to help set up and clean up. Contact Sally Spenny, 659 -7137 or Glenda Keck 

at 651 -5166, if you want to help.  

 

This party is a lot of fun so wear your tackiest holiday sweater and come join us!!  

mailto:ssspenny@att.net

